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SUB J : PUBLIC TRIAL OF THOSE IMPLICATED IN APRIL COUP ATTEMPT 
REFS: A) NAIROBI 7116; B) MOGADISCIO 0833 

1 . THE TRIAL OF TWENTY INDIVIDUALS IMPLICATED IN 

THE APRIL 9 ATTEMPTED COUP D' ETAT OPENED WITH A GOOD 
DEAL OF PUBLICITY ON JULY 29. THE PROCESS BEFORE THE 
NATIONAL SECURITY COURT IS EXPECTED TO CONTINUE AT 
LEAST A WEEK. IT IS BEING HELD IN THE FORMER LEGIS- 
LATIVE ASSEMBLY BUILDING IN THE CENTER OF MOGADISCIO. 
HEAVY SECURITY IS IN EFFECT WHEN THE COURT IS IN SES- 
SION, WITH EVEN ADJACENT STREETS CORDONED OFF. NOTICE 
WAS PUT OUT THAT THE PUBLIC IS WELCOME; IN FACT, THOSE 
WHO ARE PERMITTED TO ATTEND ARE CAREFULLY SCREENED. 
ALTHOUGH WE HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT DIPLOMATIC OBSERVERS 
ARE WELCOME, WE KNOW OF NONE WHO HAVE THUS FAR 
ATTENDED. THE TRIAL HAS GENERATED A GOOD DEAL OF 
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TENSION AND SPECULATION, AS WELL AS SOME FEAR AMONGST 
DIFFERENT POPULATION GROUPS, CLAN GROUPS OR TRIBES, 

THAT IT MAY SIGNAL THE START OF INTENSIFIED CLAN 
RIVALRY. THERE IS NO PUBLIC ENTHUSIASM FOR THE TRIAL. 

2. ALTHOUGH A NUMBER OF COUP LEADERS SOUGHT REFUGE 
IN KENYA (SEE REFTEL A), AT LEAST A HUNDRED WERE 
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ARRESTED, OF WHICH TWENTY ARE CURRENTLY ON TRIAL. 

WE HAVE HEARD THAT SOME WERE RELEASED, AND SOME 
OTHERS WERE RUMOURED TO HAVE BEEN EXECUTED SEVERAL 
DAYS AFTER THE COUP ATTEMPT (REFTEL B). THE NAMES 
OF THOSE ON TRIAL GIVEN BY OFFICIAL SOURCES ARE: 

COLONEL MOHAMOUD SHEIKH OSMAN (ERO) 

MAJOR IBRAHIM MOHAMED HERSI 
CAPTAIN BASHIR ABSHIR ISSA 
CAPTAIN ABDULLAHI HASSAN NUR 
LIEUTENANT ADEN WARSAME ABDULLAHI 
LIEUTENANT ADEN WARSAME ABDULLAHI 
LIEUTENANT MOHAMED ABDULLE HUSSEIN 
ABDULQAFAR WARSAME ABDULLE 
CAPTAIN MOHAMED AHMED YUSUF 
MAJOR SAID JAMA NUR 
MAJOR SAID MOHAMED JAMA 
SUB-LT. ABDULQAFAR GELLE OMAR 
SUB-LT. ABDI OSMAN UGAS 
MAJOR ABDIRASAQ SKEIKH OSMAN 
CAPTAIN ABDISALAM ELMI WARSAME 
LT. ABDULQADIR MOHAMED GULEID 
LT. ABDIRAHMAN MOALIM BASHIR 
SGT. FARAH OMAR MOHAMED 
LT. MOHAMED MUSE KENAN 
LT. ABDULWAHAB AHMED HASHI 
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MAJOR ABDULLAHI GELLE YUSUF 

3. ALTHOUGH WE ARE NOT ABLE TO GIVE INDIVIDUAL CLAN 
AFFILIATIONS FOR MOST OF THIS TROUP, WE UNDERSTAND 
THAT 16 OF THE 20 ARE OF THE MUJERTAIN CLAN-FAMILY, 

AND FOUR OF THE HAWIYA. THE MOST IMPORTANT OF THIS 
GROUP, COL. MOHAMOUD SHEIKH OSMAN (IRO), WE KNOW 
TO BE MUJERTAIN. SINCE TRIBAL, OR CLAN-FAMILY 
AFFILIATIONS ARE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT IN SOMALI 
SOCIETY, THE OUTCOME OF THE TRIAL WILL HAVE IMPLI 
CATIONS GOING A GOOD DEAL BEYOND THE FATE OF THE 
TWENTY MEN WHO ARE ACCUSED. THE PROSECUTION IS 
REPORTEDLY ASKING FOR THE DEATH PENALTY UNDER AN 
ARTICLE OF SOMALI LAW THAT MANDATES IT FOR A CON- 
VICTION; THE DEFENSE REPORTEDLY IS ARGUING THAT 
ANOTHER ARTICLE, UNDER WHICH LIFE IMPRISONMENT IS 
POSSIBLE, IS THE MORE CORRECT. ESSENTIALLY THE DE- 
CISION IS A POLITICAL ONE. 

VOUGHT 
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